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Now the God of Peace, that brought ag ain from the Dead our 
Lord Feſws, that great Shepheard of the Sheep , through the 
blood of the Everlaſting Covenant , 

Alake yon perfett in every Gaod Werke to do hs will, 
working in you that which 3s welb-pleafing in his fight, 
through Jeſus Chriſt. 


REF] H E efficacy of the Goſpel] 
Dy dependeth not on the wiſe- 
| come, induſtry, or ability 
Peet of Man, but on the Blek 
== ſing and power of God, 
who onely can open the 
Heart to attend unto the Word ſpoken. 
And therefore the Apoſtle doth often 
begin and end his Epiſtles with Prayer , as; 
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the beſt Key to open , and the beſt Seal to 
cloſe the Dodrine taught. 
Now becauſe the ſumme of our Happi- 
neſs here ſtandeth in two things, That God 
is at peace with us, andthat we live in obe- 
dience to him, and both theſe founded in the 
Covenant of Grace, Sealed by the Blood of 
Chriſt, the great Apoſtle, High-Prieſft, and 
Shepheard of the Church, and ratified by 
the power of his Reſurre&ion ; therefore 
the Apoſtle hath ſo couched theſc things in 
this Prayer, that it may be a Summary both 
of his DoGrine touching the perſon and offices 
of Chriſt in this Epiſtle, and of the Exhorta- 
tions unto ſtedfaſtneſs in Faith and Obedi- 
ence frequently inferred therefrom. 

The Words contain in them Two general 
parts: A Prayer , and Arguments to enforce 
it. In the Prayer we obſerve, 
1. The Matter of it, perfe&ion in every| 
good works, 

2- The Rule of our perfe&ion in work- 
ing, God's will. | 

3- The end of Doing his will, to pleoſe 
bim. 

4- The Principles of this PerfeQion, 
1. God's peaceable AﬀeFion towards us in 
Chriſt 
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Chrift, 2. God's Gracious working in uz. 
Working in you that which is well-pleaſing in 
his fight. | 

The Arguments are drawn, 1. from the 
Free Grace of God in an Everlaſting Cowe- 
nant. 2. From the Love of Chriſt, the great 
Shepheard of his Church, in purchaſing all 
the mercies of that Covenant with the price 
of his own Blood. 3. From the power of 
God bearing witneſs to the Efficacy and pre- 
valency of that Blood, in Raiſing ChriSt from 


wherein Chriſt applyeth and diſpenſeth the 
Mercies of this Covenant, as the great She- 
pheard of the Sheep. 

I begin with the Prayer , wherein we 
have a compleat CharaGer of Chriſtian per- 
feion in theſe few particulars : 

1. An Internal work of God's grace in 
us, working in you. Good works begin not 
at the Hand, but at the Heart; we muſt be 
renewed in the ſpirit of our minde, and ſtreng- 
thened by God's Spirit in the Iuner-manzas the 
Apoſtle ſpeaks. He inthe Philoſopher who 
could not make a Dead Body ſtand, gave it 
over with this Conclufion , Oportet ut ſit ali- 
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the Dead. 4. From the Paſtoral Office , | 


quid Intus. We may not judge of our ſelves 
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Marth. 15.8. by mere External conformities; the Lip or 


Knee may be near, when the Heart is farr 
off. We muſt try how our Conlſciencef is 
freed from the allowance, and our Will from 
the love of Sin, What life of Grace is in our 
Heart, How our Soul ſtands in awe of 
God's Commandments. The outward AQ 
may be diſſembled, but no Man can love God 
in Hypocriſie; Again, the outward A& may 
be diſabled, but nothing can hinder the 
Heart from delighting in God's Law. Eve- 
fy Man is that in God's Eye, which he is in 
his Spiritual Capacity. A Bodily ſervice, like 
a Body , is Dead without a Soul to animate 
and enliven it. 
2, Life of Grace within will produce 
work without. 1n vain do we pleaſe our 
ſelves in the opinion of a good Heart , " 


' | there be an Fvil Converſation. Grace in 


| Every Good Work , cauſeth a Manto keep 


the Heart, like Leaven in the Lump, or Sap 
in theRoot, wil work its way into the whole 
Man. Where God gives one heart, he gives 
one way, Jer. 32. 39. The Wicked muſt for. 
ſake his way as well as his thoughts , and ſo 
finde mercy, Iſaiah 55. 7. 

3- Chriſtian perfeQion difpoſeth: unto: 
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out of the awe of God's Authority keeps 
one Commandment, muſt needs, on the 
ſame Reaſon, keepall, as Saint Fawes ar- 
gues, Cap. 2, 10, they being All alike Holy, 
and alike His There is in Every good 
Chriſtian a Concatenation of all Vertues 
and Graces. As the Childe receives from the 
Parent Member for Member, So when 
Chriſt is formed in a Believer, he receiveth 
of bjs fullneſs Grace for Grace , John 1, 16. 
And therefore as one dangerous Wound 
may kill a Man, or one dangerous Leake 
fink a Veſſell, So one preſumptuous Sinne 
may deſtroy a Soul. We muſt not therefore 
content our ſelves with Herod's progreſs, of 
whom it is ſaid, that he did many things,Matc. 
6. 20, But we muſt with Davidhave re- 
ſpect unto all God's Commandments , and bate 
every Falſe way, Plal. 119.6. 128. This is' 
our Commiſſion, to teach Men to obſerve 
All things whatſoever Chriſt hath command- 
ed, Matth. 28, 20, And this ſhould be your 
Reſolution, to ſay with good Cornelius, We 
are here preſent before God to hear 41! 
things that are commanded Thee of God, 


s good Conſcience in All thigge. Sineeritie | 
makes Obedience unjverſall, He who| 


AG. 10. 3, 4. Chri- | 


Heb, 13,18, 


(6) 

4. Chriſtian perfeQion is Conſtant , holds 
out to a conſummation and full growth, toa 
perfe& Man, Eph. 4. 13. Keeps God's Sta- 
tures Alwayes tothe end, Plal. 119. t12. pro. 
ceeds from an Heart throughly fitted, and 
compoſed for good works , as the Greek 
word x«myglou importeth , So the Apoſtle 
ſayeth of himſelf that he followed after,reach. 
'ed forth, and preſſed forward in the Race 
' of Chriſtiani'y, Phzl. 3.12, 13, 14- as all tru: 
| denominations are founded in habituall and 
permanent Qualities, We call not him a 
Red man who is ſo onely with Bluſhing, nor 
him a Pale man who is ſo onely with Paſſi- 
on; So ſincere Piety is not 1n fitts, pangs, 
| or ſudden flaſhes, but is ſober, regular, uni- 
form, conſtantly diſpofing the Soul anto 
 Ewery good work. | 


5. Chriſtian PerfeQ&ion hath for its Stan- 
dard and Meaſure the good and perfeQ wil! 
of God, inquireth what God the Lord will 
ſpeak, Pal. 85. 8. teacheth us to deny our 
own Reaſon , and not diſpute; to deny our 
'own will, and not to rebell againſt the will 
of God; to ſay as Chriſt to his Father, Not 
March. 26.39. |as I will, but as thou wilt ; oras Saint Paul 


| 48.9.6 in his Converfion , Lord what wilt thou bave 
| : me 


his Father. And great Reaſon it is, that the, 


=o _—— 


(7) 


me to do? Great reaſon it is that the wiſe? 
Will ſhould order, and that the Soweraign| 
ill ſhould Rule Every other Will which is 
ſubordinate unto it. And ſince we know 
that God requireth nothing of us but for our 
own benefit , ( for our goodneſs extendeth nat 
unto him ) we ſhould Even out of Self-love 
obey his will. 

6, Chriſtian Perfe&ion propoſleth as its 
ultimate end to pleaſe God, and to bring glo- 
ry to his Name, is not guided by Carnal 
hopes or fears to pleaſe men, but chiefly re« 
gards God's eye and his approbation. So 
Abraham walked before God, lo David ſet the 
Lord alwayes before his face, 1o our Bleſſed 
Saviour did always thoſe things that pleaſed | 


firſt of Beings ſhould be the laſt of Ends; that 
we ſhould ſtudy to pleaſe and bring glory to 
him, who in ſo doing hath promiled to aſ- 
fiſt and reward us, and by not ſodoing is 
provoked both to diſappoint and to de- 
[troy us. 

Laſtly, Our good works cannot pleaſe 
God, bur in and through Jeſus Chrift. For 
r. his Spirit and Grace are neceſlary to ene | 
able all our performances. 2. His Merits and 
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2 Cor. 5. 20, 


Eph. 3-19. 


mercy are neceſſary to pardon all our fail 


[of theſe good works; which are, 


ings. Thos farr the Matter of the Prayer 
Perfection in Ewery good work to do God's will. 
We are next to Conſider the Principles 


1, God's peaceable affection cowards us, 
The God of Peace. Enmity began at us, but 
Reconciliation begins at God, our deſtruc- 
tion is of our ſelves, But from him i our 
belp, Hol. 13. 9g. He came not onely to 
ſave, but to. ſeck and to finde that which was 
loſt, Luke 19.10. When we were Sinners, 
obnoxious to Juſtice; Ezemies, Expoſed to 


wrath ; without Strength , Unable to decline 
God's Juſtice , to withſtand his Power, to- 
prevent or eſcape his Diſpleaſure ; for him 
in this Caſeto ſend after his Creatures, his 
Enemies, that fled from him, that Rebelled 
againſt him, to beſeech them to be reconciled unto 


| pardon and peace, of glory and Bleſſedneſs, 


God, to be content to be ſaved, to accept of 


this is a love which paſſeth knowledge , which 
exceedeth the expreſſion or Comprehention 
of Men or Angells, 

And we muſt thus apprehend God as « 
God of Peace before we can be fitted for any 
good work. It is the Natare of Man, as the 


Hiſtorian 
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Hiſtorian tells us, diſſe quers Leſerit; We] 
baving by Sin wronged God, do after hate 
and fly from. him, till he prociaim Pardon 
and Peace. Peter repented not of his De- 
nial till Chriſt looked back #pon him; the Tears| uk: 22. 61. 
which fell from his Eyes, were put into them 
by the Eyes of Chriſt. While Heaven in 
Winter is cold and tempeſtuous, the Earth 
is Barren, till the Sun return with warmth 
and healing : So the Soul is fruitleſs, till the 
Light and favour of God ſhine forth upon it. 
| We lowe bim becauſe be loved us firſt, 1 Joh. 4. | 
19. We Remember our wayes when he is paci- 
fied towards us, Ezck. 16. 63. His pardon 
.and goodneſs is the ground of our fear, 
There js forgiveneſs with Thee, ſaieththe Pal- 
miſt, that thou mayeſt be feared, Pſal. 130. 4. 
They ſhall fear the Lord and his Goodneſs, Hol. | 
Ze 5- Godly men, ſayeth Macarizs, have Joy 
and Fear mingled together; the Joy which 
they have in God, Makes them Fear to of- 
tend him, They dare not grieve him that 
comforts them, nor uſe his Favours to his 


| 


'own diſhonour, 

The beſt way therefore to Abound in 
good works, to be kept inan Uniform and 
conſtantLoveof God's holy wayes, is to get 
| B 2 our 
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Ifai. 9. 6s 
Tai. 54.10. 
Pſal. 122, 3. | 
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|ver-enough-lamented Diviſtons which ſtil} 


our Hearts poſſeſſed with a Senle and affu- 
rance of Divine Love, that God is unto us 
in Chriſt a God of Peace; for where God 
ſpeaks Peace , he brings Healing, Iſai. 57. 19. 
The Peace of God wherever it is will Rule, as 
the Apoſtle teacheth us, Col. 3. 15. Aſſurance 
of Faith is an excellent means to have the 
Heart ſprinkled from an Evil Conſcience. Heb. 
10, 22s | | 

* And here fince our God is a God of Peace, 
Our Saviour a Prince of Peace , His Goſpel 
a Covenant of Peace, His Church a City-0 

Peace, compacted within it ſelf, wherein, in 
'che pureſt Age thereof, the Members were 
all of one Fteart and one Soul , ſince we have 
all but one Sprrit, oze Faith, one Hope, one 
 Buptiſme, one Common Salvation, as Saint Jud? 
calls it » How ſhould we all bewaile the ne- 


| Continue and wofully increaſe in the midſt 
of the moſt conſiderable Proteftant Nation in 
the Chriſtian World? How ſhould all of 
us befiege Heaven with United Prayers, 
with Unceſſant Importuniries for the peace 
of: Jeruſalem 2 How ſhould All-whomr the 
God of Peace hath entruſted-wickr the care of 
his Houſe , looking ſtrait forward , with a 
| ſiogle| 
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liogle Eye, and Unbiafſed aime, to the Glo» 
ry- cf God, the Intereſt of Religion, and 
Salvation of Souls, put forth their utmoſt, 


Chriſt in Heaven fhall-have-no Diviſions n 


and moſt Zealous Endeavours to cloſe up 
theſe dolefull Breaches which are amongſt 
us? Rulers, by the Prophet, are called Heal- 
ers, Iſa. 3. 7. and it 18recorded for the hos: 
nour of, Jehoaſh King of. Judah that he took 
care for the repairing of the breaches of the 
Houſe of God, 2 Reg. 12.5. The Church of 


it}, and he hath-taught us to Pray, that bjs 
will may: be done on Earth as it is in Heaven. 
Why ſhould we not with all Seriouſneſs 
and Sincerity endeavour, as farr.as poſtibly- 
may be , to Effet. that, which wethope for 


\made ſeveral Curtaines with Z90ps and 


beeome Beautifull as Tirzab:, comely as Feru- 


We read of Wiſe-hearted Men that they 


[Tachos , and ſo Coupled them to one anos 
cher, that they became one.T abernacle, Exod. 
36.: The Lord thereby teaching us, that it 18 
a work of ſpecial wiſedom from Above , 1o- 
to procure Order and Unity tn his-Church,/ 
chat the-Intereſt and Beauty thereok may be 
ſtrengthened: and - preſerved. , -that it may 


ij ſalem, 


in- Heaven, which we- Pray for on Earth ?| 


Caar; 6. 4 
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ſalem, Terrible as an Army with Banners, 
For certainly next to Truth of Doctrine, 
Purity of Worſhip, and Holineſs of Lite, 
there is nothing more neceſlary tor promo. 
ting God's Honour, and Mens Salvation, 
for preventing all Atheiſtical prejudices a- 
oainſt —_— , and departures to acom- 
mon Adverſarie, for ſtrengthening the In- 
tereſts of all both Governors and Govern- 
ed in the Church, than the Peace and Vnity 
thereof is. And ſo long as Ephraim is a- 
gainſt Manaſſeh, and Manaſſeh againſt Ephra. 
im, and both againſt Judab, we may Juſtly | 
[fear that God's Anger is not yet turned away, 
|but that his Hand 7 ſtretched out fill, as the 
Prophet ſpeaks, Iſai. 9.21. 

The next Principle of Perfection 1s God's 
Gracious Working in us, fitting, preventing, 
aſlilting us, unto the Good Works here. 
prayed for. This Aide of Divine Grace is 
Neceſfary, 1. to our Habitual Aptnels, 2. to 
our AQual working, 3. to our Progreſs and 
[Perſeverance in any good. All our good 
| Works are begun, continued and ended one- 
ly by God's Grace. Creatures which ſeek 
no higher Perfeftions than are to be found | 


SO by 


within the Sphere of their own Nature , ord 
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by the Guidance and force of Nature atcain | 
thereunto : Bur Man ſeeking a Supernatural 
Happrneſs, muſt be thereunto carried by the 
force of Supernatural Grace. 

1. Then our Habitual Fitneſs is onely 
from Grace, Our Sufftciency i of God , 2 Cor. 
3. 5. of our Selves we are utterly Indiſpoſed 
unto Good. This Indiſpofition Saint 4#- 

ix hath reduced to Two Heads, Ipnoran- 
tia & Difficultas. Tonorance in the Minde, 
the Natural man cannot know the things of 
the Spirit of God, 1 Cor, 2. 14. Difficulty, in 
the Fill for want of Love, in the Heart for 
want of Senſe and Softnefs, in all the other 
Faculties for want of Strength. = 

To the Removal of theſe Indiſpoſitions 
Grace 1s Neceflary. | 

1. Grace onely enlightneth the Eyes by the 
Spirit of Wiſedom and Revelation, Ephel: 1. 
17, 18. Chriſt onely giveth us an Vnderſiand- 
ing that we may know him that bas is true, 
1 Joh. 5. 20, we have received the Spirit | 
which i of God, 1ayeth the Apoſtle, that we 
might know the things that are freely given 
to us of God, 1 Cor. 2. 12. 

2. Graceonely Removeth Difficulty, Firſt 
from the Will, by a ſweet andetfeQual per- 


{wafion, 
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(waſion enclining us to love God , bya ſe- 
cret and incftable operation warking in us, 
Or weras Rewelationes & Bonas Voluntates, as 
Saint Auftin ſpeaks. | 

2. Grace onely removeth Difficalty from 
the Heart, by Softening it with tuch an effi. 
cacy, according to the Judgment of that ex. 
cellent Father, Que a4 Nullo Duro Corde re. 
Puitur. I will give them, ſayeth the Lord, 
\an Heart of Fleſh, Exek, 36. 26. 

3. Grace onely Removeth Difficulty from 
all other Faculties enabling them to ds doe all 
things through the ſtrength of Chrift, Phil. 4. 
13. Not I, ſayeth the Apoſtle, but the Grace 


of God which was with me, 1 Cor. 15.10.| 
Thus Grace 1s Neceſlary, ut Inzoteſcat quod 
Latebat , ut ſuave Fiat quod non Delecta- 
bat, to make that known which was hidden 
from us, tomake that {ſweet which was Irk- 
ſome to us, as the ſame Father Excellencly | 
ſpeaks. 

2. Grace 1s Neceſſary to put this Habitual 
Fitneſs into Excerciſe, It is God that work- 
cth in us both to.will and to doe of his good 
pleaſure, Phzl. 2. 13. It is God that Works all 
our Works 1n us and for us, Iſaiab 26. 12. 
Certum eft Nos facere quum facimus , ſed ille 


facit| 
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nouph for me that God giveth me Grace 
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facit ut faciamus, as Saint Fuſtin ſpeaks. It | 
is true we are the Workmen when we do 
work , but it is he by his Grace who ena> 
bleth us ca Work. 

. Grace is neceflary to our perſeverance 
in well-doing , as the preſence of the Sun 
1s Neceſſary to the Continuance of Light in 
the Hauſe, He is able to Keep us from falling, | 
as Saint Jude (peaks, verſe 24. Non Mibi ſuf- 
ficit, ſayeth Saint Hierom, quod ſemel Dona- 
vit, aiſe ſemper Donazerit , Peto ut accipiam, 
OO» cum acceper0 Rurſus Peto : It ts not e- 


once , except he give rt me alwayes, I begg 
that I may receiveit, and when I have re- 
ceived it, I begg it ſtill. We muſt thus 
by conſtancy in Faith and Prayer Attend up- 
on all the means of Grace, becauſe Every 
Stepp of our Sufficiency depends upon it. 


We now proceed unto the {rguments us 
ſed by the Apolile for enforcing the matter 
of this Prayer, Drawn from the Mercy of 
an Ewverleſfting Covenant, From the Blood of 
Chris whereby that Mercy was purchaſed 
for us, From his Reſurre&;on whereby it 


hath been ratified and ſecured unto us; 
\* and 
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and Laſtly from his Paſtoral Office, whereby ir 
is Adminiſtred and Diſpenled for the San- 
Gification and Salvation of hi, Chvrch. 

1. Then our God of Peace was Pleaſed to 
enter into a Covenant of Grace with Man, 
when he had violated the former Covenant; 
The Lord might have left us in our Lapſed 
Eſtare, as he did the Fallen Angels, Non Ex- 
peBlavit Angelos, ſed pracipitavit, ſaith Saint 
Bernard. But he was more Mercifull{ to ſin- 
full Man, who, ſince he fell not but by 
hearkning to the voyce of a Tempter, ſhould 
[not periſh without having provided for him 
the Blood of a Redeemer. 

2. This Covenant is Founded' and Eſta- 
bliſhed in the Blood: of Chriſt. SanGtion is 
eſſential ro Contracts, which among the 
Antients was done by Killing of a Sacrifice, 
of wyhich-Cuſtom we finde mention Fer. 34. 
18, and it was Imitated by the Gentiles, 
Stabant, ©» Cas firmabant federa porch. 
That then which the Scripture calls the 
Exod. 24 | Blood of the Covenant was that whereby 
Heb, g. 29. | the Covenant was ratified, or had its San: 
| ion, as we read in Tacitus , Suetonins, 
| Plutarch and others, of Leagues ſealed by 
| Drinking of Blood; So Servius the Gra- 

8 marian 
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marian will have SenSio to come 4 Sangui- 
ne, O* fadus & feriendo. 

Now Chriſt by his Blood is the Mediator 
and Surety in this Covenant , as our Apoſtle 
telleth us, a Mediator to Reconcile, a Oure- 
ty to Undertake, according to che ſeveral 
Articles whereby the Parties in Covenant 
—_ Engaged each to other. 

. In-beha!t of God there is due unto him 
ho Man © SarsfaGion to his Juſtice, and 


Obedience to his Law. Chriſt as onr Surety 
hath in his own Perſon fully ſatisfied the 
Juſtice of God, and Rigor of the Law: 

and as our Head doth derive upon his Mems 


bers the Grace of his holy Spirit, whereby 


they are:enabled to perform ſuch Ewange- 
lical Obedience, as the Covenant of Grace 
doth require, and accept. 

2. In behalt of Maz there is neceſſary Re- 
miſſon of Sipne, Reconciliation unto God, 
Re eſtating in an Inheritince , Grace to 
make him Holy, Glory to make him Bleſſed. 
Theſe things God in this Covenant of Grace 


[doth promiſe ro give unto us in Chriſt, who 
'by the price of his Blood hath purchaſed 
them for us. Thus Chriſt as our Sure. 


9 hath paid our Debt unto God, and as the 


G3 Pure 


Heb. 8, 12; 
2 Cor.s. 19, 
Heb.g. 15 
Zach, 11.19, 
Rom. 2, 7. 
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| Purchaler and Treaſurer of his Father” 
Mercie, doth procure and perform God's 
Promiſes unto us, | 

3. This Covenant is an Everlafling Cove- 
nant, lo called by the Prophet Iſaizh 55, 
3- as by Saint Jobn an. Ewerlaſfting Goſpel, 
Rev. 14. 6. Though the manner of its 
Diſpenſation in ſeveral Ages of the Church 
hath been Divers, yet the Subſtance is 
one and. the ſame for ever: Varia Sa: 
| exements; Fides eadem , as Saint  Autin 
ſpeaks. 

A Covenant founded in Everlaſting 
Love, the Gifts whereof are withont Re- 
pentance, Rom. 11- 29, A Covenant Ras; 
tified by the Oath of God to: ſhew:the Ims| 
' mutabrility of his Counjell therein, Heb. 6. 
17. A Covenant of the Sure Mercies of Da: 
vid, Wai. 55- 3- of a Kingdom which cannit 
be moved, Heb» 12. 28. | 7 

Laſtly a Covenant , the Benefits wheres 
of are for ever, Everlaſting Salvation, Heb. 
5- 9. An Eternal Weight of Glory, 2 Cor, 4. 
17. An Inheritance [ncorruptible, and that 
Fadetb not away, 1 Pet. 1, 4. 

Now if we conſider Each of theſe Three 
Particulars, we ſhall finde them Weigbty 
| Arou-| 
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Aronmente unto that Holineſs and Perfe&i. 
on which the Apoſtle here prayeth for. 

1 The whole ſubſtanceof the Covenant 
is Frequently Mi the Seripture compriſed 
and re-capitulated in theſe two words, 1 
will be their God , and they ſhall be wry People. 

And if he be Our God we muſt be Holy; for 
it is wrieten , Te ſhall be Holy, for Tthe Lord 
your God am Holy, Levit. 19, 2. 


Matth, x. 21. He purifies unto Himſelf » 
Peculiar Prophe , zealous of good works, 
Tit, 2.14. 


- SS -BÞ Vu 


put my Fear in their Hearts , that they ſhall 


not depart from'me, er. 32. 40. I will| 


give them an Heart of Fleſh, that they may 
w:lk in my Statntes, Ezek.1- 19, 20. I will 


walk in my Statutes, and ye ſhall Keep my 


Law doth bat Command , but the Covenant 


And if we be His People we muſt be Ho-| 
ly, for be Saves bis People from their Sinnes,] - 


Yea Our Holineſs is one Principal branch] - 
of theſe good things which in- the Cove- 


nant of Grace are promiſed unto us. 1 will| 


put my Spirit within your; and cauſe you to| ' 
Judgments and do them, Ezek: 36.27. The|- 


ſupplyeth Grace to do, in Sincerity, though| - 


Rs _Lex 
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not in Perfetion ,, what the Law Requires; E- 


Jer. 24 7. 
JO. 32, 

Zl- 33». 
32, 38$. 
Ezck, 11. 20. 
36. 28, 
Hoſ, 2. 23. * 


44, 
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{Lex imperat, Fides impetrat , as Saint Auſtin 


ſpeaks. The Law was given by Moſes , But 
Grace to perform the Daties of the Moral 
Law, and Truth to accompliſh the Prefi. 

urations of the Ceremonial Law came by 
Jeſus Chriit, John 1. 17. 

2. The Bbod of Chriſt, whereby the| 
Covenant of Grace 1s eſtabliſh-d, and the 
Sare Mercies of David purchaſed torus, is 
an invincible {rgumzent unto Holeſs of Life, 
For the Blood of Feſus Chrift cleanſeth us 
from all Sinne, 1 John 1. 5. The Blood of 
Chri$t purgeth our Conſcience from Dead Works 
to ſerve the Living God, Hebr. g. 14. 
By the Blood of Chrifl we were redeemed 
from our vain Converſation, 1 Pet. i. 18, 
I9. 
In Chriſt crucified Faith ſees his Inft- 
nite Love 1n Giving Himlelf tor us, and 
this Lowe of Chris} conſtraineth us to Live 
unto him who died for us, 2 Cor. 5. 14, 


| ; 
and this works in the Heart an Hatred a- 


I5. 
In Chriſt crucified Faith ſees the Juſtice 


of God againſt Sinne, who ſpared not his 
own Sonne, but delivered him up for us all. 


gainſt Sinne, and an endeavour to avenge 
the 


once TS uw { 
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the Blood of Chriſt upon ir. An4 it works 
a Fear of Sinne, for if Sinne brouyhr a 
curſe upon the Sacrifice , it will much 
more bring it upon the S:aner, if the Sacri- 
fice be deſpiſed. Where Sinne is found it 
will be puniſhed. Sinne forſaken and re- 
ented of hath been found on the Sacrifice, 
and hath there been puniſhed : Sinne ##- 
forſaken and unrepented of remains yet up- 
on the Sinner, and fo long he himſelf is 
under the Carſe which is Due unto it. 


our Sinnes, but to Deliver us from them; 
He dyed to ſave the Sinner, but withall 
to deſtroy the Sinne.. He therefore who re- 
ſolves to Hold faſt his Sinne, doth Inter- 
pretative reſolve to let go Salvation. 

Again the Apoſtle teacheth us thus to 
Argue, We are not our own, for we are 
Bought with a Price, Therefore we muſt 
Glorifle Ged in our Bodie and in our Spirit 


Quod emitur tranſit tn poteſtatem Ementis. 
In the Imperial Law a Perſon redeemed 
became the Servant of him that Redeemed 
him, per Modum Pignorrs, till he could pay 
back his Ranſom, Certainly Chriſt. did 


not 


For Chriſt did not Dye to Prore& us in 
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which are Gods, 1 Cor. 6. 19, 20. For| 
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x Cor. 7. 23. 


Rome. 6. 6. 


[Ommrs Peccator Peccat in Suo Aterno. It 
{muſt therefore be Judged, condemned, and 


not purchaſe us with ſo Preciaus a Price as 
his Own Blood , that we ſhouldcontinue 
the Servants of Satan and Sinne ſtil], 
which he came to Deſtroy. Yeare Bought 
with a price, layeth the Apoſtle , be ye na} 
the Servants of Men, Much leſs of Sinne: 
tor to this End Chriſt both Dyed and Roſe, 
and Rewived , that he might be Lord both of 

the Dead and Living, Rom. 14. 9. | 

The Apoſtle maketh mention of the Fel. 
lowſbip ot Chrill's Sufferings, and our be. 
ing made comformable to his Death , Phil. 
3- 10, wherein our Old Man 3 Crucified 
with hive, that the Bodie of Sinne wight 
be defiroyed , that henceforth We ſhould 
uot ſexe Sinne, as the ſame Apoſtle ſpeaks, 
For that is to be done to Sinne 1n us, 
which was dane to Chriſt when he was made 
Sinne for us, 

The Death of Chriſt was a Violest Death, 
Chriſt having no Sinne in himſelf could not 
have dyed otherwiſe than as a Sacrifice : 
So Sinne in us would neyer dye of it ſelf, 


deſtroyed , as the Apoltle ſpeaks, Rope. 6. 6. 
Rom. 8.3. 


Apain, 


n 


fame Supplicium , Chrilt endured the Croſs 


ee i i temas 
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Again, the.Death of the Crois was Ser- | 
vile Supplicium,zs Hiſtorians Uſually call ir; 
whercunto the Apoſile ſeemeth to allude, 
when he fayeth thar Chriſt took upo: kim | 
the foru: of a Servant, and became Vbed:- 
ent unto Death , Even the Death of the 
Croſs , Phil. 2. 7, 8. Thus ſhould we 
treat Sinne as$ a Bale, Vile, and Seryile 
thing, not ſuffering ic ro reign or have Domis 
zion Over us, asthe Apoſtle ſpeaks, Koxe: 6: 
I2. 14. | | 13: $i D 
Again , the Death of the Croſs was In 


and. deſpiſed tbe ſhame , laith our Apoſile, 
Heb. $2.2.. So Sinne ſhould b» put to ſhame 
by..us.; A Sinner 1n his Baptume and Re+ 
pentance doth , as Gregory.Nazranzen F le: 
cantly Expreſleth it, awegAayuxiicor To aweyh v, 
put Sinne to .open ſhame, ; Whar Fruit 
had Ye, in thole Things whereof you.:are| 
now aſhamed, fayech the Apotile , Romans 
6. 24k To | 

Laftly, the Death of the Croſs is frequent- 
ly called in Hiſtorians Surmmur Suppliciun 


a Cruel and a Curſed Death. We ſhou'd 
ſhew no' Mercy, to Sinne. . Chriſt would 
not Drink the Vinegar. and Ga!l, which 

© D ſome 
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ſome Learned 'Men ( as I Remember think 
was a Cup of Aſtoniſhmentto Dull his Sen. 
ſes againſt the Pain of Death , Thereby 

reaching us, if ſo, to refuſe any Aaodinc. 
or Stupefattives which might take away rhe 
ſenſe of ſinne from vs, Thus the Blood of 
Chriſt is to care Sinne, and notonely to 
Cover it, One ol the lureſt Comforts of 
the pardon of Sinne 1s its dying in-us, for 
the: Life of a Chriſtian ſhould be a ſhewing 
forth of the Death of Chriſt. 
| 2. The Everlaſtingneſs of the Covenant of 
Grace jSan Impregnable Argument uato Fo 
lineſs of Life. There is na Real fruit in Sin, 
the Promi les thereof are all falſe and deceite| 
Fall: Gebawi promifed hindelf Gain, biit'got]| 
a Leprofie.. Balaawepurfucd Honour, bur] 
met with a-Sword:. - * Achanfound a Wedge) 
of Gold, - but -iticleaved-aſunder- his Soul| 
from-his Body: + The onely fruits of Sinne| 
are, Shame if wel tepent;} and Death if we do 
not repent, Rom. 6.21. 
But whatever Fruit we can promife'onr| 
{elves from Sinrie;- it is all but waniſbing and 
Tranfitory, The pleaſures of Sinne arc bjt| 
for a Seaſon, Heb.'ve.25.' the World paſſeth 
_; and the Lifts there:f , , 1 Johnz. 17, 
Our 


— 


Dn me — 


"7 29) 


Our Sinve will. Leave us nothing to keep; 
Company with for ever, but a polluted 
Soul, and a Guilty Conſcience. Now what 
[a Folly is it for Men that are themſelves In- 
mortal, who muſt have a Beingas long as there | 
is power in God to preſerve it, as long as 
there is Truth in God to make good the pro- 
miſes of Eternal Life to them that Serve 
him, and the 7threatzings of Eternal Death 
to them that Deſpiſe him, not to provide 
an Happineſs of equal duration with them- 
ſelves ? to preferr the falſe and dying Com- 
forts of the World, before the Pleaſures 
which are at God's Right-hand for ever- 
more ? Olketus learn by a fincere and ferions 
Holineſs of Life, to ſecure unto our ſelves 
the Mercies of an Ewerlaſtins Covenant. 
O letus Remember what a God we have to 
do withall, and Dread to provoke him, 
becauſe his wrath is Eternal, Who amongst us 
can dwell with Everlaſting Burnings ? and 
reſolve to ſerve him with Reverence and 
Godly fear, Becauſe he will render unto them, 
who by patient continuance in well- doing, ſeek 
tor Glory , and Honour, and Immortality, 

Eternal Life, Rom. 2. 7. 
And let the perpetuity of his Covenant 
D 2 reach| 


(26) | Is 


teach. us conſtancy in our Obedience, If he re- 
. pent not of his Mercy, neither ſhould we re- 

nt of our Duty; it he ſave us tothe atter. 
mo}, we ſhould ſerve him to-the uttermoſs. 
There. will be an End of our Labour and 
| Pain in ſerving of him, there will beno End 
of .his Love and Grace in ſaving us. No 
compariſon between a few Tears of Godly 
{Sorrow, and 2 whole River of Endleſs Plea: 
ſures; between our weak and mumentary 
[Dutics, anda farr more exceeding and Ecer- 
nal weight of Glory. | 

There are but "Iwo Arguments more; 

whichibcing both Peculiar to the Day , and 
the Solemaity. thereof, 1 ſhall very bricfly 
conclude with. 

The former 1s drawn from Chriſt's Reſurs 
reGion , Who brought again from the: Dead the 
; rop0gb4, Lord Jeſus. But why is Chriſt ſaid here,as of- 

4 19. |tenel{ewhere, tobe raiſed by Godthe Father; 

#: 7:33. |When we finde it done by hu own power, De. 
kom. 6. + \{troy this Temple, and.in Three dayes I will 
raiſe it up, John 2.19. 1 have power to Lay 
down my Life, and 1 bawe power to take it 
up again, .John 10, 18... ] anſwer two things. 
Fi-ſt che Spirit whereby Chrift was Quickned, 
as Saint Peter Expretſeth it, « Pet. 3. 18. was 


the 
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the Spirit of the Father, and of the Sonne; 
and ;{o!the Ation Common to Both. Se- 
congly-, Hereby the Father , to whoſe Ju- 
ſtice the Debt was due, by letting Chriſt out 
of-Priſon,, Acknowledged a Satisfaftion of 
Judgment. Chriſt dyed as a reputed Tranſ> 
grefſor,, He was Numbred with the Tranſ: 
[grefſors, ai. 53.12. But he Roſea Fuſtified 
Perſon, and declared the Sonne- of God with 
power, Rom. 1, 4. for owning whereof be- 
fore , as-for Blaſphemie , they Accuſed and 
Condemned him, Fobr 10. 33, 36. Jobs 19, 
7: Now this DoCtrine'of the ReſurreSior is 
likewiſe a Notable Argument to enforce the 
Duty here prayed for. We finde delive- 
rance out of Captivity Largely deſcribed by 
a Reſurredion , Ezek. 37. 1, 13. and Even 
this figurative ReſurreGion is uſed as a ſpecial | 
Argument” to enforce the Duties of the 
whole IDecalogue. I am the Lord thy God 
waich brought thee out of the Land of Egypt, 
out rf the Houſe of Bondage, Thou ſhalt have 
no other Gods before me, & c. In hke man« 
ner, the Reſurre&ion of Chriſt being a deli- 
liverance from a greater Capiwity, 1s an 
txccllent Argument unto H.lizeſs of Life; | 


I Tim. 3+ 1 Go 


for God, having raiſedup bis'Sonne Jeſus, ſent 
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him to bleſs us , in turning us away fromour I. 
niquity, AQ, 3. 26. Thatlike as Chriſt was 
raiſed from the Dead by the Glory of the 
Father, ſo we alſo ſhould walk in Newneſs of 
Life, Rom. 6. 4. The Life of Chriſt is diff» 


five and Communicative , Becauſe I Live, 


te declare his Vidtory over all our Enemies, 
the greateſt whereof is Sinne, in the Subdu- 
ing whereof and Quickning us unto New 
Obedience, the ſelf-ſame Power is Exerted 
upon the Hearts of Sinners , which was 
wrought in Chriſt when he was Raiſed from 
the Dead, as the Apoſtle infinuateth, Eph. 1, 
19, 20. Eph. 2.1, 5. Col.2. 12. 

The Reſurreion of Chriſt is a Ground 
of Holineſs » Per modum cauſe Efficientis + 
Exemplaris. 

1, By way of Efficiency, called the Power 
of bis Reſurrection, Phil, 3. 10. whereby we 
are riſen with him, as the Apoſtle ipeaks, Col, 
3.1. He from his Grave, and We from ogr 
Sinne ; For He being the Head, and We the 
Members , we have a Communion with him 
in the good things of the Head. Being a 
Riſer and a Living Head, he will not have 
a Dead Body. God is not the God, nor; 
Chriſt: 


| 


Ye ſhall Live alſo, John 14. 19, Chriſt role, 
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Chriſt the Head, of the Dead, bur of the 
Living. 

2. By way of Pattern, His RefurreQion 
lis an Exemplar of our Sanfification. 1. He 
Roſe to Life, not as a Gholt or Spectrum, 
but as a Vitor, to teach usnot tocontent 


but to live the Life of God. 2. He Roſs 
to an Heavenly Life, to afcend unto his 
Father , Teaching os to have our Conver- 

ſation in Heaven, and our Aﬀections ſet upon 


to an abiding Life, todye no more, now no 


very Early in the Morning, Luke 24. 1. 
Teaching us, as the Pſalmiſt ſpeaks, tomake 


taſte, and nor del:y ro: Keep God's Com-|: 


'mandments, Pſal. 119. 60. Riſe as Early 
as We will he i is up to ſaveus, before weare 
to-ſerve kim. F. He Roſe to a' victorious 
Life, He came'not forth bound as Lazarus, 
bur- he lefe the Grave-cloaths behind him, 
Jobn 20.6, 7. So ſhould we riſe from Sinne, 


our ſelves with Dead ſhews of Holineſs, | 


things above where Chriſt is. 3. He Role| 


more to return to corruption, Rome. 6. 9. | 
Acts 13. 34- So ſhould we unto ſuch aRe- | 
pentance as. is not again to be repented of, | 


'2 Cor. 7+ 10; 4. He Roſeto Lite peedily,| 


Matth, 22.32, 


Joha 20, 17. 


Phil. 3. 20 
\Col,3. 1, 2 
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never to be bound or intangfed in it more. L 
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Marth. 5.25, 
Luke 7. 16. 
Heb, 4» I &+ 
1 Pet. 5. 5. 


Heb. 3. 6. 
Joh. 31,16z17. 
IO, I4z 27, 


{A Sealed-ſtone, a Watch of Sould:ers cc uld 
not hinder his ReſurteGion; no Fears or 
Prejudices ſhould dilmay us, or Keep us in 
the Grave of Sinne, when Chriſt calls us 
out. --In our Spiritual Reſurrection, there 


lare. Ever, More with us, than. againſt us. 


We ſhould Keep theſe Evidences of our 
Communion wich Chriſt in his Reſurre&ion 
clear and unqueſtionable; for wemult riſe 
with bim unco Holineſs , before we can riſe 
with him unto Glory. No Man can rational- 
ly hope to be like unto Chriſt in Bleſſed- 
neſs hereafter who doth not purifie bimlelf, 
that he may be like unto him in Hlolineſi 
heres; No Man can lincerely defire conſum- 
mate Holineſs, who isan Enemy to znchoate 
Holineſs. 

The Laſt Argument is drawn from Chriſt's 
Paſtoral Office , The Great Shepheard of the 
Sheep, of whom the Angell forerold that; 
he ſhould be Great, Luke 1. 32. AGceat 
King, A Great Prophet, A Great High- 
Pricft, The Chief Shepheard, Great in Pow: 
cr, and this Power Aded by Great Love; 
and both Quickned by Great Intereſt : For: 
he is Lord of the Houle, the Sheep are His' 
Own, All which Power, Love and Intereſt 


he| 
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he will put forth to Save ta the attermoſt 
thoſe that come unta God by him , for 
Every Office of his is by him powerfully 
adminiſtred, ro the SanRification and Sal 
vation of his People. 

1, AS a Shepheard He Rules and Governs 
his People with 2 Scepter of Righteouſneſs, 
bringing zuto Captivity their Thoughts unto bis 
Obedience , cauſing them wich all Chear» 
fulneſls ro ſubmit unto his Soveraignty , 
and to chooſe much rather to be ordered 
by his. Will, than to be left unto their 
Own. 

2. AS a Shepheard He Leads them by his 
Heavenly DoGrine and moſt Gracious Ex- 
ample into the wayes of Truth and Holi- 
neſs; Cauſing them 70 walk as be nalked, 
to follow bis Steps; and as the Angel of God's 
preſence , treading forth their way unto the 
Heavenly Canaan for them. 

3- AS a Shepheard he Heals all their Sick- 
neſſes, whereof'Sinne is the chief : This is his 
,name the Lord that Healeth us , Exod. 15,26. 
For this End he was wounded, that by bis 


Stripes We might be Healed, He a true Be- 
theſdah, whoſe waters are for Healing, A Tree 


Heb. 1:8. 
3 Cor. 109, F, 


rt Johnz, 6, 
1 Per. y. 21. 
John10o 4:27. 
Exod, 23. 20. 


Pſal. 103, 3. 
147. 3. 


Iſai. Gl. Is 
[fai, 53. 3, « 
John 5. 2, 
Zach, 13. lt. 
Rev. 22, 2+ - 


4 Life, whoſe Leaves are for Healing, A Sun 


D of 


Pe eee. 


_— 


{0 

; 
Wl 
i 


X=T 


(32). 


Mal], 4. 2. 


Mark Fo 40, 
4 Ty 42+ 

Luke 7-1 4+ 15- 
Toh 11.43,44- 
Ezck 37.4510, 


Pal. 33. Is 5: 


1of Rigbteouſmeſs, whoſe :Wings are for Heal. 


{moſt welcome to him, and whoſoever fo 


| 


| unto God, was to be Eaten in a Feaſtby 


ing, :No Sickneſs, no: Death, is too hard 
for him , \He hbath' raiſed Dead Men from 
the Bed, from the Biere, fcom the Grave, 
from Dry Bazes, No Man's Doubts or Fears, 
No Man's Sinnes or Temptations ſhould 
Keep: lim from coming with a Lively Faith, 
with Godly Sorrow, with unfeigned: Re. 
pentance unto Chriſt for Mercy ; of all Sin- 


2 


ners they who feel moſt need of him , are 


come; he. will in no wile caſt them-out, :Fobn 
6. 37 | 

' Laſtly, as a Shepheard he feedeth bzs People 
not onely-with his Holy Word, but with his 
own molt precious Body and Blood. In the 
Law,the Paſsover after it had been Sacrificed 


them that offered it, Deut. 16. 2,5, 6, 7. 
Conformably whereunto,Chriſt having beet 
Sacrificed tor us, is in his Laſt Supper, as a 
Perpetual Feaſt, fedd on by us. And as no 
Man might Eate of the Legal Sacrifice in| 
his Legal Uncleaneſls, No more can we| 
be welcome unto the Lords Table, if we 
come thither in Impenitency and Spiritual 
defilement. Chriſt our Paſcover is Sacrificed 


for 
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for ns, therefore we muſt Keep the Feaſt, not 
with the Leaven of Malice and Wickedneſs, 
but with the Unleavened Bread of Sincerity 
and Truth, 1 Cor. 5. 8. We comeunto 
the Lords Table for Fellowſhip with Chriſt 
in his Sufterings, that being made con- 
formable unto his Death , we alſo may be v1. ; 10. 
[ Dead unto Sinze, as the Apoſt'e ſpeaks. We | © 27 
come thither to Exercile that Faith 1n Chriſt 
; crucified , which the Scripture- aſſureth us 
doth purifie the heart, and work by Love. We 
, come,as to receive the Seals of the Sure Mer- 
cies of Dawid unto us, So to renew our 
; Covenant of Obedience and Service unto 
) him, to Dedicate and Offer up our Selves 
\ | {as Living Sacrifices boly and acceptable unto |Row. 12. 1, 
| Ged. Laſtly, We come to the Lords Table | 
| to profels our unfeigned Lowe ard Thankful. — 
| neſs unto Chriſt for the unipeakable Benefits | 
| 'of his Paſſion; and this 3s Love, layeth the | 
| Þ { Apoſtle, that we keep bis Commandments; this |: Jov 5. 3 

| 
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AQs 15.9, 
Gal, 5. 6, 


1s Thankfulneſs , that we crder our Conver. Pſel 50, 23: 
| ſation aright, as becometh 1þe Goſpel of Chriſt, | ri. « 10,14.- 
| | adorning the DoGrine of God our Saviour with 
| | Lives ſuitable to the ſtrict and ſevere Pre- 
'cepts of his Word , For herein, faith Chriſt, [Joh 15. 8. 
| is wy Father Glorified in that you bring forth | 


| much 
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|awch Fruit. That We may in this manner || 
bring Glory unto God, and teſtifie our Fel]: 
lowſhip with Chriſt in his Sufferings ; That}? 
we may thus evidence the Sincerity of our}; 
Love and Thankfulneſs unto him for the|: 
unſpeakable Benefits of his Death and Paſ-| 
fion, The God of Peace who brought again from|. 
the Dead the Lord Feſus,the Great Shepheard of | 
the Sheep, through the Blood of the Ewerleſling|* 
Covenant , make us perfe& in every Good Work|- 
to do bis Will, working in us that which «| 
| wellopleaſing in bis fight, through Jeſus Christ.| ? 
To whom be Glory tor Ever and Ever. {men.|? 


